
Minutes of the Romsey Forum 
20 September 2006 .Romsey Town Hall 

 
Attendance: Heather Baer, David Barker, Iain Bell, Ian Bullivant, Rod Brayshaw, Mark Cooper, 
Diane Hargreaves,  Martin Hatley, Mark Howard, Colin Jelley, P John, Julian Jones, Sally Leach, 
Steve Lees, John Mason, Barbara Milburn, Helen Murray, Berni Newitt, Carolyn Nixson, Juliet 
O’Keefe, Brian Palmer, R Parish, John & Tessa Parker, Roy Perry, Jennie Polybank, Steve Preston, 
Nicky Salvidge, Rod Simpson, Clive Taylor-Sholl, Alan Wiltshire, Michael Woodhall  
 
Speakers: David Ward HCC. Christine Watkins & Kirsty Hill Southampton Environment Centre. 
In the Chair: Jill Gethin  Minutes: Sandra Smith 
 
1) Apologies 
Greg Alexander, Christine Cole, Peter Daw, Karen Dunleavy, Sandra Gidley, Henry Maddick, 
Geoff & Val Morris, Caroline Nokes, Franc Pilkington, Mike Richardson, Gill Roberts, Romano & 
Silvia Roverato. 
 
2) Minutes 
The minutes of the last meeting were accepted, proposed by Rod Simpson, seconded by Julian 
Jones. 
 
3) Matters Arising – none 
 
4) The proposed new household waste recycling centre. 
David Ward of HCC gave a presentation on the proposed new HWRC.  He outlined the 
background to the project, the legal requirement to recycle and the current recycling sites in 
Hampshire. Some of the sites are too small, of outdated design and unable to meet the requirements 
of legislation. It is necessary to redevelop or relocate. The existing Casbrook HWRC site in Bunny 
Lane in Romsey has provided good service for 30 years but Romsey needs an improved facility. 
The existing facility cannot be extended and redeveloped so a site search was carried out in 2004 
and feasibility studies done. The site which met the requirements and offered best value for money 
was the Luzborough Depot. This 2 acre site is used by HCC as a chippings depot. One acre could 
become a new HWRC leaving an acre for chippings. The proposed design, based on the popular and 
successful Alton HWRC, would be landscaped. The split level design makes it quicker, easier and 
safer to use and reduces the possibility of traffic queues. The project would cost £1.7 million and 
could be in use by December 2007. The existing depot could be retained. 
 
Mr Brayshaw asked questions clarifying issues of green waste recycling. At the Casbrook site this is 
higher than the county average. The “Green Bag” scheme is TVBC not HCC. 
Cllr. Perry identified possible concerns about location and traffic, lorries in Highwood Lane and the 
area between the lane and Halterworth School which has already been identified as an area for 
gravel and sand extraction.. Cllr Cooper noted concerns about rubbish and noise and use of 
Highwood Lane, already used as an eastern bypass. Cllr Parker raised questions about traffic flows 
and existing busy periods in the locality. 
Further questions were asked about industrial waste; fly tipping; what happens to the 40% of waste 
which will not be recyclable. Cllr Hatley asked whether one larger site might be better than 2 
smaller ones and Mr Brayshaw asked if a larger area on the Abbey Park estate had been considered. 
 
In response DW said if the project progressed plans would be exhibited and officers present to listen 
to resident’s concerns would have information on noise assessment. Sites are licensed by the 
Environment Agency and this would be solely for household waste not industrial. Waste which 



cannot be recycled currently goes to landfill but in future may be shredded and burned. Data from 
all the sites in Hampshire reveal that peak traffic time are 11am – 12noon and 2 - 3pm. Use is 
greater at weekends than weekdays and in summer rather than winter. These are different than the 
school traffic times. The Abbey Park estate had been considered when the site search was done. He 
stressed that the proposals would go before elected members to be endorsed before the planning 
process could start. 
 
5)  Energy Efficiency and Sustainability.  

Christine Watkins of the Southampton Environment Centre  
The environment centre is an independent charity promoting environmental issues and working 
with all sorts of organisations. There are 3 divisions 

• Energy Efficiency 
• Business   - helps businesses be environmentally friendly. 
• Community  - works mostly in regeneration areas in Southampton but also                  

   Andover and Romsey (Broadwater estate) 
 
CW introduced her colleague Kirsty Hill and together they gave information about environmental 
sustainability. If everyone in the world had the lifestyle we have in the South East it would need the 
resources of 3½ planets. To meet the needs of the present generation without compromising future 
generations changes must be socially acceptable and environmentally sustainable. Action must be 
local, national and global. 
 
What can we do? Reduce. Re-use. Recycle. Use local produce. Increase energy efficiency. 
The Centre works closely with TVBC on matters such as fuel poverty. There was discussion on the 
Local Strategic Partnership. All local authorities must produce a community strategy with 
consultation and participation. More participation from community groups is needed and there 
could be flexibility about ways of getting input e.g. meeting times or virtual input. 
Questions were asked about Nuclear Energy, China, plastic and packaging waste; recycling. Some 
cynicism was expressed since the Test Valley Sustainability Plan (agenda 21) did not seem to have 
got anything done. 
CW noted that China is the world’s biggest user of solar power, then gave information about energy 
efficiency. Measures discussed included wall insulation, roof insulation, double glazing, home 
audits and grants available. For advice and a free home energy survey use freephone 0800 512012. 
Those present then joined in a session suggesting easy things to do to save energy and quickly 
reached savings of £106.  Everyone was given an energy saving light bulb.  
 
6)  Any Other Business 
There being no other items the meeting closed.     
 
 

 

Romsey Forum – next meeting will be on 22 November 2006 
Items include Ian Tripp on water management issues and flood protection 

Steve Lees – new planning policy, Debbie Pike – Testway Housing 
Steven Dennett (allotments) - Gardener’s Question Time 

Phoebe Merrick – issues arising from Look at Romsey project 
 

Meeting dates for 2007 - 14 March, 20 June, 19 September and 21 November  
 

All meetings are at the Town Hall and start at 7.30pm 
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